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To Our Valued Volunteers 

Volunteers are special people indeed. 
They give unconditionally, from the 

heart. Volunteers are not seeking 
recognition or praise. They just want 
to enrich the lives of the people they 
work with. Volunteers work to 
improve their community. 

The Literacy Project of St. Clair 
County is blessed to have so many 
wonderful people working together to 
improve the lives of the people in our 
community. 

The Board of Directors would like to 
send a heartfelt THANK YOU to every 
volunteer associated with the Literacy 
Project. 

Through your hard work and 
dedication, each of you is making a 
difference in the lives of those you 
work with. Your work does not go 
unnoticed and is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 



ABC'S of Literacy 

Thomas Stritch article continued from last newsletter 



M - Military services have valued adult literacy education since 
General George Washington ordered chaplains at Valley Forge to 
convert an old hospital into a classroom and use it to teach the 
ABC's to illiterate soldiers. 

N - Navy research near the turn of the 21st century found that 
each dollar invested in academic (basic) skills training returned 
$14-$22 dollars in recruitment and training savings. 

O - Organizational effectiveness in the areas of recruitment, 
training, job placement, job promotion, and job productivity has 
been found in cases where workplace literacy programs have 
been initiated. 

I 

P - Promoting the Adult Education and Literacy System (AELS) of 
the United States ought to be a major undertaking for 
communications media, business and industry, and educators at 
all levels because of the many benefits that this system provides. 

Q - Quantitative and qualitative data from research across the | 
last century show that adults can be taught to read, write, 
compute, and develop functionally relevant knowledge and that 
this knowledge and skill has contributed to the growth of 
democracy in our nation. 

R - Renewed commitment to adult literacy education by our ^ 
federal and state policymakers will return itself in greater national 
achievements in the education of children and the increased 
global competitiveness of the American workforce. 

Part III of the ABC's of Literacy continues in our next newsletter ^ 



Digital Literacy 




Among American adults with 
a college degree, 97 percent 
use the internet. Among 
American adults with no high 
school diploma, only 61 
percent use the internet.That 
percent is much less for non- 
readers. 



Only 9 percent of Internet 
users without a high school 
diploma participated in online 
job training or courses, 
compared with 12 percent of 
high school graduates, 23 
percent of those with some 
college credit, and 32% of 
college graduates. Fifteen 
percent of online Americans 
with annual family incomes 
below $25,000 used the 
Internet for job training. 



compared with sixty-one 
percent of those with family 
incomes of $100,000 or 
more. 

Check out the St. Clair 
County Literacy Project on 
Facebook at: 

www. Facebook.com/ 
St.ClairCountyLiteracy 



Characteristics of 
Basic Literacy 

People who cannot read or read at a very low level come from a 
multitude of backgrounds. Why can't they read? Some of these adults 
were in school long before learning disabilities, dyslexia and other 
problems were identified. Basic reading skills are taught in the earliest 
elementary grades. After that, teaching focuses on learning to read to 
reading to learn. 

There are some general experiences that many illiterate adults share. 
For many of them, the fact that they can't read is a secret that they share 
with almost no one else around them. It's completely socially acceptable 
to say to someone "I'm bad at math," but it is totally embarrassing to 
confess you can't read. 

Non-readers develop other skills to "get by". They become expert 
listeners, develop excellent "hands on" skills, and are often excellent at 
taking things apart and putting them back together. Even examining 
diagrams and using spacial skills become very important to them. 

Also many nonreaders are above average in intelligence although they 
believe themselves to be stupid because they cannot read. This feeling 
can often lead to isolation and low confidence. Avoiding situations where 
one might be asked to read is common. 

Basic literacy learners often grow up in households with parents that do 
not read. Very likely these parents have reading difficulties. Often there 
are few books or newspapers available to encourage reading in their 
homes. 

Because many nonreaders suffer from learning disabilities, once they are 
provided with consistent, special one-on-one tutoring they usually find 
success. Tutors in the St. Clair County Literacy Project are trained to 
work with low readers or non-readers. Tutors use a variety of strategies 
and methods that focus on the individual client's needs. Contact at us 
810-987-READ. (7323) extension 156. A tutor is ready to help. 



Reason to Read 

People come to the 
Literacy Project for many 
different reasons. 

While evaluating a young 
mother who came into our 
program, I asked her what 

finally motivated her to 
learn to read. She said her 

young child asked her to 

read a story book aloud. 

While struggling to read 
the book, her child looked 

up at her and said, "Mom 
don't you know how to 
read?". 

What a powerful 
motivation for one to learn 
to read! 



Adult Literacy in Michigan 
Counties 

How does St. Clair County 
compare to other counties in 
Michigan regarding illiteracy rates? 
On the next chart are some 
comparisons. 



percent 
of 

illiterate 
adults 



6.8% 



St. Clair 



6.5% 



Lapeer 



*U.S. Census Bureau 



5.2% 



4.4% 



Eaton 



Livingston 



Our Services 

The St. Clair County Literacy Project 
provides the following services to adults 
in our county: 

• Basic Skills Tutoring 

We offer one-to-one tutoring in reading and 
writing. Our offerings cover a wide range of 
skills depending upon the needs and goals of 
the clients. 

• 6ED Preparation 

The GED exam includes five tests on 
literature and the arts, social studies, 
science, writing and math. Our tutors work on 
all of these areas with the clients while 
teaching them test-taking skills. 

• English as a Second Language 

We offer tutoring in conversational English 
for adults from foreign countries. We have 
found these students are eager to improve 
their speaking so they can succeed in this 
country 



WHY LITERACY MATTiSRS 



Literacy and UNEMPLOYMENT 

People with low literacy skills are more likely to experience 
unemployment and they are about twice as likely to be 
unemployed for six months or more. 

Literacy and POVERTY 

Close to 50% of adults with the lowest levels of literacy live in 
low income households, compared with only 8% of those with 
high levels of literacy. 

Literacy and FAMILIES 

Parents play a vital role as their children's first teachers. The 
higher the level of a parent's education, and the more often 
literacy practices are embedded in daily family life, the higher 
the likelihood that the child will succeed in school. 

Literacy and LIFELONG LEARNING 

Lifelong learning is important for economic prosperity and 
personal growth. Raising the literacy levels of Americans is 
one of the most important ways to encourage lifelong learning 
in our country. 

Literacy and INCOME 

People with low literacy skills earn considerably less than 
those with high literacy skills and they are also more likely to 
receive social assistance from the government. 




Health Issues & Literacy 

Americans with less education face higher rates of illness, higher rates of disability, and shorter life 
expectancies. In the U.S., 25 year olds without a high school diploma can expect to die nine years sooner 
than college graduates! 



More than half of Americans polled could not correctly define common financial terms related to health 
literacy, such as "deductible," "co-pay," and "premium." Those with high school diplomas or less education 
were significantly more likely to misunderstand these terms than those with a college education. Only about 
12 percent of Americans have the skills necessary to navigate the health care system. 

Numeric and print literacy are associated with quality of life and asthma control, suggesting that intervention 
around literacy needs of patients may improve asthma outcomes. Poor health literacy among Latino parents 
is associated with a poor understanding of the proper use of antibiotics, particularly for upper respiratory 
infections. 



One source estimates the cost of low health literacy in the U.S. at between $106 billion and $238 billion 
annually. Older Americans and minority groups who struggle with low health literacy are more likely to 
struggle with poor health. Between 75 million and 87 million people in the United States have limited 
understanding of health issues, making it difficult for them to communicate with their doctors or comprehend 
treatment regimens. 

Adults with low health literacy go to the emergency room more often than adults with higher health literacy 
skills. They are also less likely to get flu shots, more likely to delay or forgo mammograms, and are more 
likely to suffer from heart failure. 

Improving literacy skills improves the life and longevity of our citizens. The St. Clair County Literacy Project is 
an investment in the health and well being of the residents of our local communities. 



« ji Hi ■ 

THANK YOTJ DONORS- 



Kroger Reward Points 
For Literacy 



The St. Clair County Literacy Project is 
enrolled in the Kroger Connnnunity Rewards 
program. This program links your Kroger 
Reward Card to points for our literacy 
program. This program allows you to keep all 
of your points but also to earn points for the 
literacy program. Each quarter the 
accumulated points for literacy turns into 
donation dollars! 
To participate: 

Go to www. krog e rco m m u n i ty re wa rds.com 
and sign up for a Kroger Community Rewards 
Account. Just having the Kroger card does 
not mean you will donate to the Literacy 
Project. You must sign up for this program. 

Click on Register and enter your email 
address and create a password. Then enter 
your zip code and click to select your store. 

You will receive a message from Kroger in 
your inbox. Click on the link in the body of the 
email and then click on My Account or Access 
My Profile, then scroll down to Community 
Rewards and click Enroll. 

Lastly, select the St. Clair County Literacy 
Project or 93879 and click on Enroll. 



The St. Clair County Literacy Project 
would like to acknowledge and thank our 
recent benefactors for their donations to 
the Literacy Project. 

• Women's Life Group # 802 

• Kroger Rewards 

• Sheila & Joseph Wolak 

• Dr. and Mrs. Bassam Nasr 

• In Memory of Frank Martin 
(Former Marysville Teacher) 

• St. Clair County Community Foundation 

To make your donation to the St. Clair 
County Literacy Project, send your check 
to: 210 McMorran Blvd., Port Huron, 
Michigan 48060. 



LITERACY QUOTES 

"Elimination of illiteracy is as serious an 
issue to our history as the abolition of 
slavery." 

Maya Angelou 




''One glance at a book and you hear the 
voice of another person, perhaps someone 
dead for i,ooo years. To read is to voyage 
through time." 
Carl Sagan 



Information for this newsletter comes from the 
following sources; 

U.S. Census Bureau 
Center on Society and Health 
American Institute of CPA's 
Health Affairs 
U.S. Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 
Communicate Health , Blog 
The St. Clair County Literacy Project 

"Thank you letter" to our volunteers (on page one) 
written by 
Antoinette Vultaggio 



